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The Conventions

• The Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of 
Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal 
• Adopted in 1989
• 188 Parties

• The Rotterdam Convention on the Prior Informed Consent Procedure 
for Certain Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in International Trade
• Adopted in 1998
• 164 Parties

• The Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants 
• Adopted in 2001
• 184 Parties



The Conventions (continued)

• A framework for Life Cycle Management of hazardous chemicals and 
wastes:
• The 3 Conventions together cover elements of “cradle-to-grave” 

approach
• Common objectives: to protect human health and the environment 

against hazardous chemicals and wastes.
• Interlocking scopes of application:

• Common thread: most POPs are covered by all 3 Conventions;
• Many pesticides are subject to the 3 Conventions;
• As wastes, all chemicals will fall under the scope of the Basel 

Convention



Visual overview



Scope and coverage

• Basel covers hazardous wastes that are explosive, flammable, reactive, 
poisonous, infectious, corrosive, toxic or ecotoxic. Basel also covers 
“other wastes”;

• Rotterdam covers pesticides and industrial chemicals that have been 
banned or severely restricted for health or environmental reasons by 
Parties and those which have been included in the scope of the 
Convention;

• Stockholm covers persistent organic pollutants.



Three pillars of the Basel Convention

• Minimize the generation of hazardous 
wastes in terms of quantity and degree 
of hazard;

• Promote the environmentally sound 
management of hazardous wastes and 
other wastes;

• Control transboundary movements of 
hazardous wastes and other wastes 
(conditions and the PIC procedure).



Key provisions of the Basel Convention

• Transboundary movement only among Parties (exception - Article 11 
Agreements);

• A procedure for transboundary movements of hazardous wastes or 
other wastes, based upon prior informed consent (PIC);

• Each shipment needs a movement document from the point of 
departure from exporter to the point of disposal;

• Export is prohibited if the State of import: has an import ban, or has not 
given its consent to the import;

• Illegal traffic: defined by the Convention - consequences provided.



Prior informed consent (PIC) procedure
Stage 1: Notification



Prior informed consent (PIC) procedure
Stage 2: Consent & Movement document



Prior informed consent (PIC) procedure
Stage 3: Transboundary Movement



Prior informed consent (PIC) procedure
Stage 4: Confirmation of ESM disposal



Prior informed consent (PIC) procedure



Categories of wastes to be controlled
Annex I



Disposal operations
Annex IV



Disposal operations
Annex IV



Management of wastes

• Hazardous and other wastes should be managed and disposed in an 
environmentally sound manner (ESM)

• Parties are expected to:
• Minimize the quantities that are moved across borders;
• Treat and dispose of wastes as close as possible to their place of 

generation;
• Prevent or minimize the generation of wastes at source.



Rotterdam Convention

Objectives:
• To promote shared responsibility and cooperative efforts in 

international trade of certain hazardous chemicals;
• To protect human health and the environment from potential harm;
• To contribute to their environmentally sound use.

Scope: 
• Chemicals – falling into 2 categories: pesticides & industrial chemicals;
• Listed in Annex III, or
• Banned or severely restricted by a Party.



Exchange of information



PIC procedure

• For chemicals listed in Annex III;
• DGD distributed to all Parties;
• Triggers obligation to provide response with respect to the future 

import of the chemical;
• All Parties to ensure that response is complied with by entities within 

national jurisdiction.



Stockholm Convention

Objective:
• “Mindful of the precautionary approach”, to protect human health and 

the environment from the harmful impacts of POPs

Scope: 
• Chemicals listed in 3 annexes:
• Annex A: objective = elimination; 
• Annex B: objective = restriction/limitation; 
• Annex C: objective = reduce releases from unintentional production. 

What are POPs?



Obligations under the Stockholm Convention

Production and use (Article 3, Annexes A and B)
• Elimination 
• Restriction 
• Trade control (import / export) 

Unintentional production (Article 5, Annex C)
• Identify, characterize, quantify and prioritize sources of releases of Annex C 

chemicals (inventory)
• Develop strategies with measures, timelines and goals to minimize these releases 

(action plans)
• Review every five years of these strategies (reports)

Stockpiles and wastes (Article 6)



Implementation of BRS conventions related to the oil and gas sector

• Waste management obligations: specific guidance for ESM of 
chemicals and wastes in the oil and gas sector; 

• Classification of wastes and national reporting;
• Measures to reduce releases of POPs from anthropogenic sources: 

BAT/BEP;
• Identifying and addressing gaps in the national legal and institutional 

framework to ensure ESM; 
• Identify opportunities for further technical assistance. 



Thank you
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